People Dialogue
Festival Report
7th to 9th March, 2019

We the people...inventing the future
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The three-day festival organized by the Center for Multiparty Democracy (CMDKenya) aimed to provide a leveled platform for dialogue between citizens,
political and opinion leaders towards consolidating the country’s democratic
landscape. The festival brought together Political parties, the Civil Society
Organizations (CSO) and NGOs, the religious leaders, learning institutions and
citizens of all walks of life. The concept of PDF mirrors the Nordic countries’
People’s Meetings (mainly Sweden and Denmark) organized over the years to
provide opportunity for citizens and leaders to meet eye-to-eye on level terms,
in a place and in a way, where locked positions and prejudices are left at the
doorstep by all participants.
Siasa Place partnered with Center for Multiparty Democracy (CMD-Kenya) to
help with Social media management for the festival and we had a booth at the
exhibition area to showcase what we do as an organization. Our booth/tent had
cartoon drawings by Bwana Mdogo, a renowned cartoonist touching on different
issues affecting the Country and we administered a questionnaire to all those
that visited our booth to get their understanding on issues around Corruption,
the Building Bridges Initiative (BBI) and the clamor for a Referendum.
After the 3 days, over 200 Participants visited our booth including Political leaders
like H.E Kalonzo Musyoka, Hon. Martha Karua, Hon. Musalia Mudavadi, Hon.
Moses Wetangula, Hon. Raphael Tuju among others.
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PDF Survey Report
The mini-survey was administered between (7th -9th) March 2019 among the
participants who visited Siasa place tent during the people dialogue festival
held at Nairobi museum. The total of 143 people were interviewed; 76(male) and
67(Female). The youth (below 35 years) were 119; 59(male) and 60 (female). The
participants beyond youth age bracket (above 35 years) were 24 in total; 17(male)
and 7(female) as shown in Table 1.
Age of Respondents
Gender

Below 35 years

Above 35 years

Total

Male

59

17

76

Female

60

7

67

Total

119

24

143

Table1: Number of respondents
Do you support the building bridges (BBI) that was initiated by the president
Uhuru Kenyatta and Hon. Raila Odinga?
74.13 % of the total respondents support the building bridges initiative while
25.87% does not support the initiative

25.87%

74.13%
Fig 1: Proportion of respondents supporting BBI

3

If we had a referendum today would you support it?
59.44% of the interviewed individuals said they would support the referendum
while 40.56% would not support it.

40.56%

59.44%

NO

YES

Figure 2: Proportion of respondents who would support referendum
Respondent’s perception on corruption in Kenya
88.11% of the total respondents were angry about corruption, 7.69% wanted to
benefit from corruption and 4.20% they do not care about the corruption.
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Figure 3: Respondents perception on corruption in Kenya
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SIASA CORNER CARTOONS
By Bwana Mdogo

Building Bridges Initiative

Comments from some people who viewed the images:
“The ‘Building Bridges Initiative’ started from the top and was
not felt by the mwananchi. If they started with community
dialogue from the people and the graduated to dialogue at with
the leaders at the final stage, this concept would be accepted
better. “
“Some youth never felt included in whole process. Who was
young in the BBI committee? Who represented the youth on that
table?”
“Some felt that the ‘handshake’ was political and not beneficial
to ‘mwananchi’ “
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Referendum

Comments from some people who viewed the images:
“A referendum would seek the people’s view on the quest to
change the constitution. This would be a great way to evaluate
what has worked and what can be done to make it better. “
“If we had a referendum, would it benefit the people or the
government? What is the agenda behind it? What needs to be
changed?”
“As it is, the constitution has not been fully implemented. Twothird gender representation has not been realized. The current
parliament is therefore unconstitutional. “
“They weren’t sure of what the referendum conversation was
about”
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Accountability

Comments from some people who viewed the images:
“Holding our leaders accountable means that we need to know
how the system works.”
“For accountability to work, it requires us to be active citizens.”
“The role of the church in calling for accountability from the
government was questioned”
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Peace and Justice

Comments from some people who viewed the images:
“For peace to prevail, there must be some dialogue. How can
the people from the community be involved in justice and
reconciliation?”
“Some felt that justice was not served despite the calls for peace
and people to co-exist despite the outcomes of the polls.”
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Handshake

Comments from some people who viewed the images:
“The handshake left so many questions unanswered. What
happens to post-election violence victims? Those that were
killed? Where is their justice?“
“The handshake felt more like a cover-up. There are so many
unresolved issues.”
“Most people thought that after the handshake issues in the
country aren’t well articulated anymore.”
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Healing the Country

Comments from some people who viewed the images:
“This cartoon depicts how the normal mwananchi felt. How can
we heal from wounds of the election if we cannot address what
caused them?”
“Most of the issues that Kenyans were agitating for were not
addressed and all were ignored.”
“Tribalism is one issue that was ignored completely and it is still
a big problem amongst Kenyans.”
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Gallery

Partners at our booth
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For more information, please contact us on:
support@siasaplace.com
Siasa Place
@siasaplace
Development House, 8th Floor
Nairobi, Kenya

www.siasaplace.com
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